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TA Letter of Door 

Keinolds to his friend conccrs+ 

ning his adgice for the tudy 
of Divinity.cc, | 


\ Fe Mutrequeſt you 
bG co impure to my 


Xl; 
Fi Dll buſineſſes, which 
EEE I have diucric 

waics troabled me, not to 
1 Jacke pt gooy with ing ſlack- 
v nefſeis 06; hicherto anfive- 
| ring your Tetters Whichaf- 
ſure your felfe, 3f Thad been 
able, { would ' haue ſooner 
anſwered,ſo mnch the more 
[ willingly, che better I liked 
of them, as being ſure wit- 
neſſes of your good will to 


A2 mg 


_ gr AY X 
gy a - 


*S 
. ; 
_—_— = 
| 4 


A Letter of 


me ward, and deſire of god- 
lineſſe: whereof for the one 
I hauc heartily ro thank you; 
for the other greatly to rc- 
ioice with you. Then to ſhew 


my iudgement concerning | 


the order which you may 
beſt follow in the ſtudy of 
divinity, I can tell you no- 
- thing but that you haue al- 
ready better read in others 
and doc know your ſelfe. 
How bcit toſatiſhe your 1o- 
uving requeſt, I will briefly 
mention the chiefeſt points 


in my judgement, which arc : 


co be regarded : whichif you 


well conſider, and earneſtly * 
doe follow, asI truſt you | 


will, and God grant you 


a 


may,your labour ſhall be ta- | 


ken © 


| 


4s 
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ken to the aduancement of 
Gods glory,the profit of his 
Charch,& your own cHfore 
The chicfeſt pointofall,to 
begin wichis,ftch that diuini- 
ty, the knowledge of God, 
is the water of life;the veſlell 
muſtbe clcanc that ſhall re- 
ceiue fo precious a liquor: 
the houſe muſt be clenſed 
that ſhal haneGods holy ſpi- | 
rie,not only # gueſt, but aifo 
acontinualdwel'erinir.God 
forbid you ſlionld thinke di- 
uinity conſiſts of words, as 


, !| wood dothoftrees, divinity 

| withourgbdlineſſe doth bur 
| condemne conſciences a- 
1 gainſt the day of vengeance, 


and-prouoke the wrath of 


the mighty Lord, and make 


3 more 
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A Letter of 
more inexcuſablc before the 
ſcar of iudgement.I will not 
ad, that true divinity cannot 
be learned, vnieſſe we frame 
ourhcartsand minds wholly 
co it.Bur I will deſire you to 
conlider that, only, that as 


the Poct faith , Symcrum eff: 


niſi vas, quodeung, inſundis 4- 
ceſſſt : lo itis written in the 
book of Wiſedome,IVi/edom 
eanno? enter into the heart of 
a wicked m.18,nor dwellina bo- 


dy that is ſubie# wnto (une. 


] hope thece is no great caule 
of (tanding vpon this pawat, 


when I write vnto you, WnND - ! 
arc, 45 I cruſt, the choſen of, 


God, and cherefore appoin- 


red allo to be ſanRtifcd. Yet 
itch your (elſe have mcnuo- 


ned 


I 
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ned vnto me your owne re- 
miſſekind of liuing (as you 
doe termeir;) as you lone 
me, take heed that this re-' 
miflenefſe be notrhe ſamein 
a mans mind, which a muun; & 
is in the body. And inthis, £ 
to-conclude, conſider-witht | 

| your ſelfe, that if che hea-" 

thens at their ſacrifices were 

| wont to cry out, Procul s pro- | 


cul eſte profani : what ſtudy | i 

of ho.inefſe ought there co 4 
bein vs, whom God hath 
| q adopted , Chriſt hath redec- 
*| med;the holy Ghoſt hath ſa- 
|| tifedro' be a peculiar pco- 
_ q ple vnto Gad, zealous of 
1 good works: which. if it be 
| required at the hands ofall 
_ | chriſtians, what ſhal be alked 
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A Letter of .. 

at theirs, who ſtudying diui- 
nity to inſtru& others, ſhold 
ſhine themſclues as lights 
inthe middeſt of alewdge- 
ncration? Shall he cyer per- 
{wade others to embrace 
godlineſſe,that hath not per- 
{yaded himfeclfe that ic is a 
pcarle to-be redecmed with 
all treaſures? 

For the ſtudy it ſelfe, which 
is next to be conlidered, the 
knowledge of. God muſt be 
learned of God, if cucr it be 
lcarned. Of whom that we 
may learne it, we haue to vie 
rwo mcanes, prayers' and 
reading of holy feripture. 
Praters, our ſelues to talkc 
with God; reading, to heare 
God ralke with vs, For, bc- 

caulc 
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cauſe- without the grace of 
_thehsly ſpirit,all tudy,cſpe- 
cia}ly in divinity, is vaine: 
therefore we muſt earneſtly 
defire'of God that he will 
enlighten vur minds, and (of- 
ten our hearts, both to know 
and follow his will reucaled 
tovs. Now becauſe the holy 
ſpirit doth reach the ſame 

oftrine which our Saui- 
our did , which is fer forth 
vnto vs n the Law, and the 
Prophets, and the Euange- 
liſts: therefore we muſt diſi- 
gently giue our ſclues ro rea- 
| dingand medicating of the 
| holy fcriptures in tongues 
q in which they were written 
by the holy Sptrit. Which 
| how much more forcible ir 


AF is 


 Atetterof © 
is then to be doubcfuil 
among tranſlations,ib $46 
ſin 91d not ſhow , who'ins, 
{trutethachriſtian preacher 
that the* knowledge of the 
Hebrew and Greektongucs 
is very neceſlary to: vnder-: 
ſtand che old and. new teſta- 
ſtament : yet Themiſtocles 


mightſhew, who hauing to 


ſpcake to the king of Perla, 
was afraid that his minde 
wouid not be pcrcejued by 


interpreters , and therefore | 
requeſted the king to grant ; 


him firſt a yecres ſpace to 


learnc the Perſian tongue, | 
Wherefore I wiſh that you ! 
alſo toyne Hebrew to your ? 


Grecke, though peraducn- 
ere you haue once began i, 
LEE - an 
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and given it ouer,For in that 
you may follow me.,(ith you 
propole my example, lo 
much the bctrer, who my 
ſclfe, when I was firſt Maſter 
of Arts, began the ſtudy of 
it,and being weary, left it: 
the next yeer perceiving the 
neceſsary vic of ir, I (et a- 
gaine vpon it, and I thanke 
God, ſince continued a ſtu- 
dent in ir. Wherefore the 
word of God,iand that, if ir 
may be,outof the very wel- 
1 ſpring,not our of the brooks 
{ of tranſlations (if I may (o 
| tcarme them ) muſt be dili- 
4 gently read, and by often 


4 rcading made familiar vnto 


J vs, though ir be nor in all 
places throvghly vaderſtood 
as 
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as theſame Auſtin hath very 
well noted. As forthe parts 
of ſcripture ( belides this 
continuall reading of the 
whole) to be read firſtoucr | 
with more diligence then the }/ 
reſt, willgiue you the ſame 
counſell which I heard of | 
Do@or Yillerins giuen to 
yong ſtudents, that firſt you 
take your greateſt trauaile 
with the helpe of ſome lear- 
ned interpreter, in vnder- 
ſtanding S. Iohns Goſpell 
and the Epiſtle to the Ro- 
mans,the ſymme of the tew 
Teſtament: Efay the Pro- | 
phct, and the Pſalmes of þ 
Daxid,che ſumme of the old, 
Howbeitin thercſt,you ſhall 
doe well alfo it in harder pla- 
| ces | 


DoCtor Reinolds. 


ces you vie the judgement 
of ſomegodly writeras Cal- 
winand Peter Martyr, who 
haue written beſt on the 
moſt part of the old Teſta- 
ment. And becauſe it is expe- 
dientto ioyne the reading 
of ſome compend of ſcrip- 
tures and ſumme of all digi- 
nity,together with the ſ{crip- 
rures, I would wiſh you to 
trauaile painfully in Calnins 
Inſtitution of Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, whereby you ſhall be 
grcatly profited not only to 


#5 che vnderſtanding- of the 
| fcriptures,wherof it isa bricf 
| and learned commentary: 


but alfotothe perceiuing of 
points of dodrine, whithcr 
all things doe pertaine, and 

may 
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may of vs be applied.Of far- 
ther reading of DoRors and 
hiſtories &other treatiſes of 
rcligio, I wil not addeatthis 
preſent: we may hercafter (if 
God will) atgreater. leiſure, 
whenthele things arc done 
which muſt bee laid tor the 
foundatio,morcconucnictly 
talk. Howbcir,if ſometimes 
ro recreate your (clfe, youin- 
rermingle withgrauer ſtudics 
the reading oucrot the hiſto- 
ry Eccleſiaſtica!l , eſpecially 
as it is written more for our 
country by good M.Fox,you 
ſhal recejucofir,togithcrwith 
arcat profit,great deleQatio. 
I had almoſt forgotten your 
tivo laſt points, 24 rat19 an- 
notandi, 2a exertitatio adhi- 
| benaa, 
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benda,1 hauelſo little to ay of 
them. For couching, noting, 
you know | do nur like the 


comoen cuſtom of common. 


places, The beft in. my indge- 
mer,is to note in the marget 


or in ſome paper booke for. 


that purpole,the ſummeand 
method of that which. you 


rcad. As for examples lake , 


M. Bunniehath done very wel 
in Calarins Inſtications,ſhews-, 
ing all his method, and ſum, 
of eucry {eti5,in his Compe- 
dio &c. which book you may 
welioyn with thereading of 
Calutn,ro vnderſtand his or- 


der & mcthod the better, For. 


the other, which 15s exerci- 
ſing,it wil be good ſomtimes 
to occupie yourpen either 

ac 
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at large or briefly,'as you liſt, 
of ſuch godly meditations as 
thereading of the ſcriptures 
ſhall offer vnto you ; praiers 
vnto God, reprouing of ſin, 
commending of godlineſle, 
cxhorting to righteouſneſle, 
dehorting fr6 iniquiry, con- | 
ſolation in miſeries, confir- ©& | 
ming ofrthetruth,refutingof c 
herefies,&raking an occalt= | r 
on of doing theſe things fom + '| © 
tims to other of yourfriends | y 
(alively and godly exerciſe,) | tf 
whereby you may perfit | m 
them,or your ſelf atrhe leaſt, to 
If you catinot find ſuch oc- - 
calions to others , I pray 
write to mce ſometime of 
doubtesthat you may find, 
or whatſocucr you liſt, and 
= 4 


| Dottor Reinolds. 
I will acknowledge my ſelfe 
inchat rcſpeR as in others, 


beholdingto you, © 
Now if giuc yougrace, : 


as carneſtly ro follow theſe 
things,as you haue been de- 
ſirousthatI ſhould preſcribe 


them:youtleerthelearning of 


the Hebrew congue,the rea- 
ding of the ſcriprurs;oflear- 
ned mterpreters, oftheſum 
of religion, of noting what' 
you read, and your exerciſe 


| therin, theſe things require 


' much time,& a mind attent; 


toſpcak nothing of prayers, 
ws the ſtudy 'of Jodlineſſe 
which will alſo require ſome 
meditation. Laborandum ni 
Iohannes , non tuxnriandum. 


| You know what Tulle faith 


for 
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for Celizs, that to the bare 
attaining of eloquence, omite 
tende ſunt amncs woluptates, 
reimnqueda finda dele ations 
iocus ludu:, conutuium, ſermo 
pene familiarium deſerendus. 
You know what Plate faith 
of his Philoſopher, what a 
great oniuSic and giniewe DE: 
would hane him, if cucr he 
ſhall beadmirted a man wor-: 
thy to- gquerne his city, It 
cloquence, if philoſophie re- 
quire ſuch trauaile forciuill 
and baſe things (in this com- 
pariſon:)whart ſhall we rhink 
that the knowledge of God, 
the ſtudy ofdiuiniry,deſireth 
for the greatneſle, & forthe 
worthines deleructh , Whe- 
ther you willrake ſuch pains 
or 


Dottor Rewnolds. 
or no,or whether you will fly 
al entiſemers from'ir,I donor 
know;I pray God you may, 


Surely hithexro, which write” 


with gricte, (your writing, & 
yourtriendſhip doth embol- 


den me. to write freely that: 
which I truftyou willtake in: 


good part)you haue bin roo 


much caried away by means' 


of copany,from carneſt tra- 
| uaileto your ſtady, ro !fwece' 
 Inticemetsof the fleſhzlceing: 
of vain ſpeades,overmuch 
citing & drinking; banquet-' 
iog;trequEtingot thetawny; 
deliting in. vanity; reforcing 
- to tauernes;;, forgerting'the 
word of God.Br not filled with 
wine wherin ts excesbut befilled 
with the ſpirit. vil you pardon 
my loue for deliringto hcale 
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you,or ſhall I become your 
cnemy for ſpeaking of the 
cruth?)they have made you 
ronegle& yourprofic in ſtu- 
dy,they haue hurt your wit, 
weakned your memory, cor- 
rupted your good delire,ſtai- 
ned your manners,enfeebled 


your body,touchr yourgaod- 


name, grieued your friends, 
_ andindeedalmoſtquenched, 


butyetIthak God they have: 
not put-out the linely ſparks: 
-- of Gods ſpirit m you. A great: 


 welwiller of yours, though 


not greatly acquainted with. 
you,did ask meiaday ortwo» 
beforetheaR,lincel receiu'd' 


yourletters,what I thought 
of yqu,as onethar did harti- 
ly defire your profit in lear- 

| ning 
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bing & godlines, When I had 
anſwered him, for that good 
opinion which I had alwaies 
cocciucd of you, both alwais 
for your rowardlineſle, and 
eſpecially for your letters, ſo 
friendly thatI will not now 
report:he ſaidthat he was ve- 
ry glad to heare it, & that he 
aſked the queſtion in ſome 
doubt,becauſe in few daies 
that here he had Raid, he had 
ſeen you ſomwhart often in 
the cown.Butitmight be thar 
by reaſon of ftragers youhad 
ſom occaſion, the Iudges be- 
inghere, ta be the oftnera- 
broad. Howbeit about&lince 
the ſame time,toabſent your 
ſelf from prayers, an exercilc 
ſo neceſſary for chriſtias,that 
| indeed 
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indeed deſireF$ grace of God» 
and know it coms from him 
only,to abſent your felf from 
ſundry exerciſes of divinity, 
wherein peraduenture fome 
good mighc haucbin done to 
the furthering of your ſtudy: 
me think theſe things did nor 
ſo wel as I wiſhed,agrce with 
the profeſſion & as it-were 
proteltatio,whichin yourlet- 
ters, ſo ſhortly bcfore you 
 writto me. I may {cem oucr- 
beld, & perhaps amo ſharp 
{inthis my dealing with you, 
-agrecing as ſome may chink, 
.xatherro one thatwere a ſu- 
pcrior,chen fic for a ' friend, | 
whoſedegree & tare is:equal. 

But know nothow ghegood 
will which I did bcar, firſt be- F 


ing | 


Dottor Reinolis. 


ing reader to you being ſcho- 
lar,and cucr ſince continucd 
with my free adviſe in all 


things wherin eucr you haue 
at kd my counlcl(as,I thank 
you,you haue done in many) a 


doth conſtraine me to pom 
foorth my inward affeftion 
\ ro you, fo much the more 
| willingly, becauſe I know 
you bauc tcarned of Salomon, 
1 rhat the w. unds of a friend are 
| beter then the kiſsings of an ene- 
| my, Eucn: thele things that 
| hinderyour ſtudy,& therfore 
Þ ac your requeſtT was c6ſtrat- 
4 ned to touch, | haue touched 
| rhe more boldly, becauſe Ido 
| not doubt bur your fcife dos 
miſlike them:& I ſee in your 
letters the itrife betwixt the 
| fleſh andche ſpirir, which S. | 


Paul | / 
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Paul (erterh down as a marke 
of Godschildren,that you do 
not thegood which youwold 
butthe cuill which you wold 
not, that _ do. God giue 
ugraccto ſtirvp your hart 

A lirive = afaich ler ro 
ons the luſts of youth, as $. 
4 CI that 
you may fect your 'mind to 
praicrs & the reading of holy 
{cripture. It wil be couecniet 
that you hauc your appoin- 
ted timcs for the one and for 
the other. Which to-preſcribe 
as your ſelf knowing your own 
bulines,may moſt conentet- 
ly;ſocoſtarly co follow your 
order preſcribed, I hope the 
race of God,which earneſt- 

y you ſhall pray for, will not 


be failing to you. 7uly 4.1 577 
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